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PRELIMINARY PROGRAM FOR 
PENNA. LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETING 
AT POCONO MANOR, OCTOBER 19-22, 1961 


“What Makes a Librarian” 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19 


Morning 


Visit Exhibits 
County Library Meeting: 


Speaker: 


Subject: 


Visit Exhibits 
Buffet Dinner 


General Meeting: 


Get Acquainted Evening 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20 


Miscellaneous Breakfasts 


Speaker: 


Walk to Swift Water Fal 


Exhibitors will be setting up their exhibits, 
and registration will begin at 10:00 a.m. 


National Library Week Workshop 10:30 a.m. 


Robert H. Fowler, Editor, Civil War Times 


“The Editor and the Librarian” 
3:00 p.m 


7:00-9:00 
9:00 
Greetings—Mayor of Scranton 


Musical Poetry—Abe Laufe, University of 
Pittsburgh, English Department 


10:30-12:00 
Bingo—Terrace Room 


Piano playing—Abe Laufe, Ballroom 


8:00 a.m. 
Catalogers 
Drexel Library School 
State College Librarians 
Committee on the Aging 
Elias S. Cohen, Commissioner's Office for the 


Aging, Department of Public Welfare, Harris- 
burg, Pennsylvania 


Is (conducted by Social Director of Pocono 


Manor) 
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Visit Exhibits 


Meeting: ‘Potentials of School and Public Library Co 
operation” 10:00 a.m, 


Speaker: Harold Hamill, Librarian, Los Angeles Public 
Library 


Legislative Report 
(sponsored by Public Libraries) 
Cook-out Luncheon or Luncheon in the regular dining room =_12:30 p.m. 


General Meeting: ‘Pennsylvania Libraries and the 
2lst Century” 2:30 p.m. 


Speakers: Blasingame, Hall and Datesman 
(sponsored by College and University Group) 


Visit Exhibits 


Executive Board Meeting 4:30 p.m. 

Get acquainted dinner for Sections 6:30 p.m. 
Public Librarians and Trustees—Main Dining 
Room 


College and University Librarians—Horizon 
Room 


Young People’s & Children’s Librarians 
Valley View Room 


County Librarians--Executive Parlor 
General Meeting at Manor Hall 8:45 p.m. 
“The Making of a Librarian” 


Speaker: Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton, President, America 
Library Association 


Las Vegas Party—Ballroom 10:00 p.m. 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21 

Scheduled Walks 8:00 am 
Exhibits 

Business Meeting for Sections 9:30-10:49 
Business Meeting 11 :00-12:15 


The Modern Library as a Learning Cente! 
Speaker: Dr. Charles H. Boehm 


Special Luncheon: “What is the Trustees Obligation in Gettin: 
Better Librarians” 12:30-2:0 
(sponsored by the Trustees Section) 
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Exhibits 
General Meeting: “The Librarian Creates the Climate” 2:30p.m. 


Speakers: Miss Rehring, Cincinnati; Miss Voss, Trenton; 
and Mrs. Field, Philadelphia 
(sponsored by the Children’s and Young 
People’s group) 


Presidential Reception—given by the Library Board of the Scranton 
Public Library 6:45-7:45 


Banquet 7:45 
Speaker: Edwin Wolf, II 


Subject: ‘Should Libraries Bow or Stretch?” 


General Entertainment 10:30-12:00 
Dancing—Ballroom 
Bridge—Valley View Room 


Bowling, Shuffleboard, Billiards etc.--Manor 
Hall 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22 


Executive Board Breakfast 8:00 a.m. 


Membership directory out soon — Pay your dues now! 


Lehigh County Demonstration 


by Dr. Mae V. K. Valenck, Director 
Allentown Free Library 


On August 25, 1960 at a dedication program at Center Square in 
Allentown, Mr. Joseph Myers, representing the State Library, presented 
meet of keys to Attorney James C. Lanshe, President of the Allentown 
004 Library Board, and the Lehigh County Bookmobile Demonstration 
Unit was launched. 

Library service for all of Lehigh County had long been a dream of 

the Board of Directors of the Allentown Free Library. 
; A drive had been conducted in 1948. Voluntary contributions, at 
$1.00 each, had amounted to such a sizable sum that the popularity of 
ihe project was indisputable. For a few subsequent years county of 
licials had added to this fund which was earmarked to be used for a 
Bookmobile. 

Since no provisions were made for the operation and maintenance 
ofa county bookmobile, the fund was invested and grew to a figure of 


$9 
$26,000 ample for the purchase of a large and efficient bookmobile 
unit 
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It was not, however, until the Federal Library Services Act was 
passed and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania was ready to partici. 
pate in it, that things began to happen. 

Early in 1959 Allentown's Library Board made application to the 
State Library for funds from the Federal Library Services Act for the 
purpose of “demonstrating library service in the rural areas of Lehigh 
County.” 


?ECREATION « EDUCATION 





Neit! 


er rain nor snow . . nor blizzards keep borrowers irom 
ying the bockmobile visit 


Along with its application the Board described its objectives and 
its own contributions to the program. At the same time a tentative bud- 
get was submitted for capital expenses and for operation and main- 
tenance for the first year. 

After many trips to examine other bookmobiles in action, and long 
hours, which turned into months, of planning, the proposed Lehigh 
County Bookmobile reached the drafting boards of the Gerstenslager 
Company. Through mutual cooperation of the Library and ithe com- 
pany a well-designed bookmobile emerged. 

While the mobile unit was under construction, service routes were 
being driven, heights of overhead bridges measured, mileage was 
timed, and individual and group contacts were made in an effort to 
schedule stops at the most strategic and advantageous locations. 

At the same time books were being selected, ordered, received, and 
processed, and staff were being lined up and prepared for the actual 
yperation of the Bov ok rnc bile. 
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After the dedication there followed one complete tour of the two- 
week schedule as an open-house gesture where interested people 
could see the unit and ask questions and, if they wished, register as 
borrowers; then ten more days of exhibition at the Great Allentown 

ir. 
” Actual circulation of books began on September 28, 1960. 

Under the auspices of the Federal government, the State Library of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and the Allentown Free Library, 
the Lehigh County Library Service Demonstration was set up to serve 
all of the governmental area of Lehigh County except those localities 
already supporting their own libraries or those boroughs or cities hav- 
ing a population of more than 10,000. 

Terms of the contract state that the Allentown Free Library agrees 
to supply the Bookmobile and administer the program. The State Li- 
brary agrees to provide from Federal funds the capital for the initial 
book stock plus complete operational costs for a period of one year. 

For the second year, beginning February 1, 1961, the Federal gov- 
ernment will continue to supply funds for operation though ihe amount 
is less than that provided for the first year. The county is requested to 
make up the difference. 

The third year the federal contribution becomes still less while 
that of the county becomes greater. 

Thereafter the county government is requested to take over full 
support. 

Cooperation is of prime importance to the success of any demon- 
stration. 

Throughout Lehigh County local officials and private individuals 
have been notably cooperative. They have been most helpful in mak- 
ing suitable arrangements for stops, thus guaranteeing the greatest pos- 
sible degree of satety, adequate space, and comfort and convenience 
to the largest number of people. 

Local police have cooperated by offering their assistance in hand- 
ling the crowds which flock to the Bookmobile and in assuring absolute 
safety upon arrival and departure of the vehicle. 

Radio Stations have freely given assistance by keeping the public 
informed of the Bookmobile schedule of the day. This has been espe- 
cially appreciated on those days when snow and blizzard necessitated 
changing or cancelling the day's schedule. 

Newspaper attitudes have been mixed. 

Part of the editorial staff of one newspaper openly states its opposi- 
tion. This opposition seems to be based upon the questionable validity 
of a real need” for such a service and the source of tax funds for its 
support. Area reporters, however, have been interested and enthu- 
siastic. 


Another newspaper has been generous with its coverage and with 
commendation. 
Smaller area newspapers have been overwhelmingly favorable. 
The objectives of the Lehigh County Library Service Demonstration are: 
To reach by bookmobile all rural areas of the county which 
have no library facilities available; 
To aid established libraries with supplementary book deposits 
and professional advice; 
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To give professional advice and assistance to communities de. 
siring to establish local libraries; 

To provide reference service and interlibrary loan service ‘rom 
the Allentown Free Library for the entire county area. 

It is obvious that one should never understimate the power 
of a book — and of the people, old and young alike, who are hungry 
for its contents! When a bookmobile can stop in a total of four rural 
localities for a total of 5%hours on an afternoon and evening, the ther- 
mometer ranging from ten degrees above zero to five degrees below; 
and when people stand in line bundled in boots and overcoats and ear- 
muffs awaiting their turn to go into the bookmobile; when those people 
carry away 1095 books, is there any doubt that the mind as well as the 
body seeks freedom from starvation? 

Circulations ran so much higher than estimated that until the book 
stock could be considerably augmented books had to be rationed both 
to adults and to children. Addition of more books has now made it pos- 
sible for adults to borrow any reasonable number. Children are limited 
to four. 

Likewise with the staff! Original plans: called for a staff of three 
on the bookmobile: librarian, clerk, driver-clerk. It soon became nec- 
essary to employ a staff of five people for each day’s run. 

The Lehigh County Bookmobile is in operation five days a week— 
Tuesday through Saturday. Saturday's run is a full daytime schedule, 
while the other four days give service in the afternoon and evening thus 
affording working parents and school children borrowing opportunities. 

The bookmobile collection is made up of newly purchased books 
and gifts—with emphasis on the new. 

Every effort has been made to keep the collection on a reasonably 
high level. It contains very little of the extremely light and inconse- 
quential, and actually there has been little, if any, interest in such ma- 
terial on the part of the users. 

In addition to reading about dinosaurs, children also want to read 
about people. Biographies are tops in popularity. It was with regret 
that librarians, early in November, told numerous children that they 
would have to wait a while for John F. Kennedy and Richard M. Nixon 
to be included in their biographical section; but there was a genuine 
feeling of pride that today’s eight and ten year olds want to find out 
things for themselves and that the Lehigh County Bookmobile would 
help them to do so. Poetry stands second in general popularity. 


Adults, who are responsible for one-third of the circulation, are 
reading classics— apparently those they have had on their lists for a 
long time but have had no convenient opportunity to borrow. Aroused 
by the approach of the Centennial and great-grandfathers’ tales, they 
are reading about the Civil War. Other subjects demanding attention 
range from antique guns to flower arrangement, from advanced math- 
ematics to sewing for little girls, from child psychology to Shakespeare's 
plays, and from auto repair and mechanics to the doings at Cape 
Canaveral. Adults like people too. Biographies rank high in popu 
larity. Other materials are, to be sure, of the how-to-do-it, improve your- 
self type, but the biggest demand is for really good literature. 
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Parents of handicapped children have been especially grateful for 
the Bookmobile. It enables them to give to children at least one very 
great and very happy experience. These children come in arms, on 
crutches, or led by the hand. One blind daughter is brought to ihe 
Bookmobile as regularly as the two-week period rolls around. In help- 
ing choose books for family reading aloud she is able to brighten her 
own darkness. 

An eleven year old crusader, who had been bicycling three miles 
to the nearest Bookmobile stop, realized that not everybody has a bicy- 
cle. He circulated a petition for names of others interested in having 
the bookmobile make a stop right in their own community. Having 
registered their names in his own notebook, he was the first person on 
deck when the bookmobile made its first scheduled stop, and, after se- 
lecting books for himself, kept busy the remainder of the period check- 
ing off the names in his notebook—just to be sure every ‘‘signer’’ {ol- 
lowed through with his promise. 

In another community a group of PTA-ers, in cooperation with bor- 
ough council and local police, sought and tound a more suitable loca- 
tion for the bookmobile stop. This one was near a Firehall where bor- 
rowers could stay inside, protected from the wintry blasts, while await- 
ing their turn to board the Bookmobile. The same group prepared num- 
bers, such as those one receives at a bakery counter, passed them out 
to borrowers, and thus the press of humanity was relieved by control- 
ling the number of people aboard at any one time in a fair, orderly, and 
systematic manner. 

It is, too early to make any really valid appraisal or evaluation. 
In view of the objectives mentioned above, however, certain conclu- 
sions may be drawn. 

The Lehigh County Bookmobile, on a bi-weekly basis, is stopping 

in 48 locations, which are spotted over an area of 320 square miles, and 
is serving the more than 79,466 people in that area. Supplementary 
collections and professional advice have been offered to three already 
established local libraries. One of these libraries has accepted the offer 
gratefully and enthusiastically. The other two library boards turned 
down the offer. Two communities have already requested aid in ex- 
ploring the possibilities of a local library or branch. Others show signs 
of interest. From the start reference services have been available to 
county people at the Allentown Free Library. Special subject matter 
is supplied at the Main Library, or on the Bookmobile, upon request. 
Interlibrary loans and personal delivery on the bookmobile are a daily 
occurrence. 
_ The demonstration is still in process. It is an obvious success with 
the users, and, although no definite decision has been reached, there is 
reason to hope that the county officials will agree to the terms of the 
contract. As of this date almost one hundred percent of the borough 
councils and official township spokesmen have sent endorsing resolu- 
tions to the county commissioners and many hundreds of individuals 
have made their wishes known. The Granges are outspoken in their 
praise of the program as the answer to a very vital need of the rural 
population of the county and as a wise, economical, and business-like 
manner of filling that need. 
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The Lehigh County Bookmobile Demonstration has public support. 
There is no question about that. The fate of the project, however, awaits 
the decision of the county officials. It is hoped by many people that 
they will be able to find the funds to continue the bookmobile service, 


Huntingdon County Demonstration 
by Mrs. Sheldon L. Bard, Librarian 


Funds granted to the Huntingdon County Library under the Library 
Services Act are making it possible to realize objective number one 
namely, extending free public library service to 20,000 adults hitherto 
unserved. Goals unattained in twenty-five years have now been reach- 
ed in less than a year. This is now a county library in the sense that a 
live collection of 5,000 books is brought within five miles of the majority 
of the homes. Two bookmobiles are moved from town to town iwenty- 
four days a month without returning to headquarters daily. Twenty- 
four workers go on board in their towns twice a month to serve their 
neighbors. The library of the only town large enough to warrant hav- 
ing a branch is open twenty hours a week. The main library is teeming 
with activity six days a week, serving the community in and around the 

yunty seat and handling the reference work for the branch and the 
bookmobiles. The book processing is done in newly acquired space in 
an adjoining building. 


it 


The Board of Directors and staff alternate between rejoicing in this 
golden opportunity to serve their whole county, and asking themselves 
“What of the future? Will the new crop of borrowers support the service 
when the demonstration ends?” To let fear of the future cause them to 
reject the opportunity seemed downright untrue to their trust. The plan 
for the use of the funds under the Library Services Act and in line with 
the recon saaealediaien of the Survey Report of the Pennsylvania Library 
Commission was submitted with real appreciation of the advantages 
offered and a deep sense of the responsibility entailed. 

When the Huntingdon County Library was started in 1935 and up 
through the years, it was a county library in name only. Of the 137,000 
volumes circulated in 1959, the schools got 93,000, the county seat 
30,000, the Mt. Union Branch 8,000 and the borough and township resi- 
dents 6.000. Because funds were inadequate for the whole job, service 
went to meet the ever increasing demands of the school. This salved 
the conscience when anyone accused thus: “Huntingdon and Mt 
Union get everything and we do without!’’ Then one could say, “Oh 
no, the county taxpayer gets his money’s worth through his child at 
scho all This was smail comfort to the book-loving adult in rural com 


munit 


“To say to the folks in Blairs Mills or Robertsdale, ‘‘There is a de 
posit of books at the bank or post office if vou find fifty miles too far-te 
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drive to the main library,” did not solve the problem. Huntingdon 
County has learned through twenty-five years of trying that there sim- 
ply is no solving of the problem of equalizing rural library service ex- 
cept that offered in state library legislation—adequate funds to meet 
minimum standards. 

When the Huntingdon County Library celebrated its 20th anniver 
sary, a forward look and a little figuring showed discouragingly enough 
to all who were then in their forties that it would take thirty years to 
bring the per capita income from $.41 to $1.00. No wonder federal aid 
in Pennsylvania is such a relief and encouragement in this depressed 
area. Just to be able to approach the minimum in income, annual pur 
chase of books, circulation (especially nonfiction), space, staff and fa 
cilities has helped the morale of all tremendously. Thus aim number 
one has been reached. 

Increasing the reading of nonfiction has become the goal now that 
the 20,000 previously without service are being served. The state-match 
ed federal funds are providing the means through the book budget and 
funds to operate the bookmobile. 

Over 1800 nonfiction books were selected and processed for circu- 
lation to the adult readers in 1960. This is a big increase if compared 
with previous years: 451] adult nonfiction in 1956; 513 in 1957; 416 in 
1958; 946 in 1959; and 1,838 in 1960. The requests pouring in proved 
that there is a great need for the practical book, but the interest of all 
were kept in mind in ordering. Gaps in the collection uncovered dur 
ing the Pennsylvania Library Survey are being filled. Just to be able 
to build up a fine book collection through these funds is tremendously 
worthwhile! Library patrons are not disappointed when they come {for 
the first time with a specific request. They need not leave empty- 
handed now. The book collection is supplemented by the 2,475 vol 
umes from the State Library, and by their interlibrary loans; in 1960 
around 300 were borrowed to fill special requests. 


EXPERIMENT INADEQUATE 


One step which prepared for the new program was an experiment 
limited to certain towns on a circuit. The Huntingdon County Library 
bookmobile covered this circuit of seven towns twice a month. The 
stops for direct service varied from twenty minutes in the smallest vil 
lage to one hour in the largest community. Inadequacies of this type of 
service gave rise to the new schedule. In order to serve the whole fam 
ily the schools are no longer served directly, and the bookmobile now 
remains in @ community six hours, from 2:00-5:30 p.m.; 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
twice a month. Mothers and preschocl children are coming early in 
the afternoon to avoid the after school rush. Before 3:00 and after 5:00, 
those working on shifts stop by. After supper the high school students 
and family groups predominate. 


TRANSITION FROM SCHOOL 


. Transition from a program which stressed the school to the exclu- 
Sion of the rural adult is not being accomplished without difficulties. 
These have been met by stressing the advantages to pupil and teacher. 
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What are these advantages? Great increase in opportunity to borrow 
books. The two bookmobiles make it possible to give service twice q 
month—twenty-four times a year instead of five or six visits to give out 
books at school. Library service in his community does not cease fo} 
the pupil when he leaves school as was the case. The service contin- 
ues all year. When it was started in July, the children kept on asking, 
‘Will you still come this winter?’’ Now they wonder if the bookmobiles 
will be there this summer. One youngster said, ‘This will give us kids 
something to do. It will keep us out of devilment!’’ The borrower may 
stay on the bookmobiles as long as he wishes just as if he were in the 
main library. This is truly a privilege, and one that the school child 
appreciates a great deal. Formerly he had a chance once a year if he 
happened to be on the pupil committee for his room. One incident fits 
this situation toa “T". A library assistant on the truck in her town ask- 
ed a teen-ager why a book on hypnotism was wanted. The reply was, 
‘| want to learn how to hypnotize my mother so that she will let me stay 
on the truck as long as I like. I just love books!"’ Now that two book- 
mobiles are in the county serving six days a week during hours that 
make it possible for everyone in the area to use the service twice a 
month, there are more books from which to select. The book capacity 
has been increased from 2,000 on the former truck to 5,000 by the addi- 
tion of 3,000 on the new truck. The service is being used. Since it was 
started in the twenty-four villages seven and one-half months ago—July, 
1960 through January, 1961—36,022 books were lent to the 2,185 bor- 
rowers, or 16 books per person. 56.9% of the borrowers registered are 
children. The teachers are now using the bookmobiles in the nearest 
towns, or are coming to the main library. This was not always their 
privilege when the bookmobile visited their school because they could 
not leave the classroom unless it happened to be recess time. The 
teachers now have time to select books in leisurely fashion for them- 
selves or for their pupils whose parents do not take them to the trucks. 
Best of all is the fact that the book collection is growing rapidly under 
the new program. 

Why does the Huntingdon plan call for only $1.25 per capita sup- 
port when at least $2.00 is needed? The one answer is simple. To 
jump from $.50 per capita in 1959 to $1.25 in 1960 in a plan that effects 
the whole library was considered a big enough step, if not too big, for 
one year. It would have been different if the main library had been oper- 
ating at, let's say, $3.00 per capita annually and the new program were 
only an extension of a well established service. 

The other answer to the above question is far from simple, because 
it has its roots in the proposed library legislation. A fact sheet for 
Huntingdon County reveals the following: 

Market value of taxable property (1959) is $67,154,000. 

Y2 mill would yeild $33,577. 

$33,577 is less than $49,321. (Derived by multiplying the population 

1960 census— of 39,457 by $1.25 to see whether our library is to 
make a minimum financial effort equal to Y2 mill, or % mill the 
first year under the proposed library legislation.) 

Therefore the Huntingdon County Library would qualify with a 
minimum financial effort equivalent to % mill x $67,154,000., or $16,788 
the first year. ($1.00 per capita would be $39,457.) This $16,788 figure 
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Once a month the Huntingdon County bookmobile library assistants come 
to the main library for in-service training. They discuss their work, fill their 
requests, and give a helping hand with work ai headquarters 


for the first year would be made up of $10,000 from the County Com 
missioners, $5,000 from the United Fund, and $1,788 from endowment, 
rent and fines. The state would provide all libraries participating under 
the new proposals a sum of state aid, namely $.25 per capita. This 
would yield Huntingdon $9,864. Then because of the equalization 
clause Huntingdon would be eligible for additional state aid in the a 
mount of $.40 x 39,457, or $15,782. 

State aid to county libraries is to continue. Thus Huntingdon 
County would receive the maximum of $8,000 since the County Com 
missioners would already be giving $10,000 needed for maximum state 
aid. Thus the first year budget would be: 


Local effort (4% mill x $67,154,000) $16,788 
County Commissioners $10,000 
United Fund 5,000 
Endowment, rent, fines 1,788 
State appropriation (to 7th class counties) 8,000 
State aid (participating local libraries $.25 per capita) 9,864 
State equalization ($.40 per capita) 15,782 
TOTAL $50,434 


Under the present plan the 1960 budget submitted was only slightly 
higher than what it would be if we were starting under the legislative 
proposals. Therefore, the second reason is obvious. It would be fas 
easier to embark on a five or ten-year program under the library law 
if the status quo neither dropped excessively, nor demanded too great 
an increase financially. 

The second year Huntingdon could either (1) continue as a local 
library, (2) be conjoined with Altoona or Bedford County, or (3) promote 
a merger of Bedford, Blair and Huntingdon to be eligible for the addi 
tional $.25 per capita. 


17] 








MOUNTAINS, ROADS & UNDERPASSES 


‘Serving all the family a whole lifetime” is complicated in a terrain 
where the plucky Juniata River has cut its way straight through 
mountains and hills. Huntingdon is known as "The town set amid 1,009 
hills.” The riverbed with its mountain spurs and valleys at right angles 
is like a spine with mountains for ribs in its twenty-four-mile, west-to- 
east course across northern Huntingdon County. Three railroad under- 
passes are too low for the bookmobile’s eleven foot height. To serve 
Birmingham, Warriors Mark and Spruce Creek the driver must cross 
the unguarded main line of the Pennsylvania Railroad, climb steep 
Eden Hill's gravel road to make his detour to the highway at Shoen- 
berger. The driver who brings the truck down from the Broad Top min- 
ing region to Todd has a different problem: He must manipulate a thirty- 
foot long truck over a narrow, winding, mountainous Pinchot road. In 
the south of the county with its fine farms all is smooth travelling. 


BOOKMOBILES 


The state is contributing in addition to $28,000 of state-matched 
federal money a state-owned bookmobile on loan for the duration of the 
three-year federal demonstration. This makes it possible to bring the 
books within five miles of the homes of most of the 39,457 residents of 
Huntingdon County. This bookmobile carries 3,000 volumes. It is a 
beautiful, well-lighted, 30’ long, roomy library-on-wheels heated by gas 
in winter and cooled by electric fans in summer. The colorful exterior 
is an attractive, four-sided advertisement that does a better job than 
any billboard because it moves with the service advertised. 

The unique feature of the Huntingdon plan lies in the way the 
bookmobiles are used. Previously the Huntingdon County Library 
bookmobile, a Gerstenslager with shelf capacity of 2,000 volumes, visit- 
ed the schools thirteen and one-half days a month. Like some other 
counties of our state about 80% of the service was given to the schools 
simply because the funds were not available for free public service to 
the whole county. Consequently, the only service given to 20,000 adult 
tax payers was what they received through their children and an ex- 
perimental circuit for direct service. The first Monday of the month each 
traveling library is parked in its scheduled location. Before 2:00 p.m. 
on Tuesday a competent local truck driver moves it to the next sched-- 
uled stop. The bookmobiles do not return to the main library every 
day; when the months have part of a fifth week, the trucks are brought 
back for inspection, repairs, cleaning and reloading—four times a year. 
In emergencies trips are made by the car to the trucks. In this way 
each community has a library two days a month within walking dis- 
tance for the majority, or, no farther away by car than their grocery 
store for those who live more distant. One significant difference be 
tween this and a small town library housed in a building and locked 
up much of the time is the fact that the books on the libraries-on-wheels 
are ‘‘live”’ material. It is not likely that a small town library in a build- 
ing could provide 5,000 live books when it is open for service. Further- 
more, a two-week borrowing period is meeting the need of most bor. 
rowers. The aim of the Library Services Act is being fully met for these 
rural residents. 
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Having the bookmobiies in the area for the six-hour day of service 
is, also, an unusual feature of the Huntingdon plan. Each community 
has a local person as its library assistant. She comes with her key 
and lunch before 2:00 p.m.; she brings her borrower's registration file, 
her circulation cards, and any books mailed out by the reference de 
partment of the main library to fill special requests noted’ on her pre 
vious report, or telephoned. She is the librarian of her community just 
as much as if she were serving in a building on a foundation instead 
of a book caravan which will roll out of sight shortly after she has 
shelved the last book, run the vacuum cleaner and ‘‘shooed out’ ihe 
late comer. 

Starting the work in the twenty-four communities on twenty-four 
successive days was a perfectly fascinating job with all the thrills and 
some of the difficulties of pioneering! One of the real joys was ihe 
bicycle brigade, the boys of each village on hand to greet the “‘iriend”’ 
they learned to love at school, and to pursue when the driver pulled out 
until all they could hear in the dusk was the distant rumble of ihe power 
ful motors and the insects in the fields. Tnen home again to enioy 
what they had chosen with such care. They knew it would be back 
again in two weeks, and why not--they had asked over and over, 
“Will it come again? What day did you say? Are you sure it will come 
this winter?” 

One high school lad stayed quietly reading about Pennsylvania 
trees in preparation for a 4-H Club display at the County Fair. Sudden 
ly he was off on his bike. He brought his younger sister and ushered 
her in with all the airs of the initiated. He went for his married sister 
and his cousins. After supper he brought his married brother. 


HEADQUARTERS 


The bookmobiles serve 24,000. The other 15,000 have greatly im 
proved service under the demonstration. About 10,000 live in the coun 
ty seat.and the unincorporated town just across the Juniata River; ihe 
rest live in the only town deemed large enough to warrant a branch 
library. 

The plan submitted did not provide for any increase in hours at 
the main library. It is open from 8:00 a.m.—9:00 p.m. Monday and 
Friday; from 9:00 a.m.—1:00 Saturday; and 8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. Tues 
day, Wednesday and Thursday. Circulation for the last two year: 
shows the beneficial effects of having a book budget large enough 1 
buy one tenth of a book per capita annually. The total at ithe main 
library jumped from 29,850 in 1959 to 42,466 in 1960 under the federal 
state program, a gain of 12,616. The most gratifying increase at ihe 
main library in the twenty-five years of service is the rise of adult non 
og circulation from the highest previous record of 7,000 to 12,000 in 

IU, 

Those who can come to the main library have one new service 
which they prize greatly. All newly acquired books and pamphlet: 
dre on display near the entrance for one week. The day they go on 
display they are mentioned on the librarian’s radio hour over W H U N 
and in the Daily News so that anyone in the whole county may tele 
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phone or write his request for reserves. The staff insists that requests 
be filled according to the order in which the request is received. One 
family estimates that they are now borrowing no less than five books q 
week, or $780 worth a year if one counts $3.00 per book—a low average 
for the type they take out. 

The Mt. Union Branch Library has benefited greatly under the new 
program. The hours were doubled to meet the minimum standard of 
the Survey Report. The library assistant who serves at the nearby 
township bookmobile stop, works in the branch and serves to link the 
two services together. The circulation shows the value of the increase 
in hours and books. The total of 8,225 in 1959 rose to 11,936 in 1960 
with nonfiction for adults rising from 600 to 1200 in one year—a 100% 
increase. 

Those who are fighting the battle to provide free public libraries 
for the whole state are sure rural folks will read. The facts are ample 
proof! As the demonstration continues in Huntingdon County more 
books will be made ready, the visits of the ‘trucks of knowledge” will 
become part of the weekly routine of the families just as shopping is 
now, and satisfied borrowers will be bringing their relatives and friends 
to share a service that is enriching their lives immeasureably. 


New membership directory out soon — Pay your dues now! 





“A Certified Library Bindery” 


Weise-Winckler BINDERY, INC. 


631 NORTH STREET, CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 
“Library Bindings” 


SINCE 1863 


To serve the growing Libraries of Pennsylvania 


We have two sales representatives 


EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA 
C. Tom Phinny George E. Gardner 
R.D. 1, Ferry Rd 464 E. Main St. 


Doylestown, Pa. Barnesville, Ohio 
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Institute of Pennsylvania 
Life and Culture 


The Institute of Pennsylvania Life and 

Culture is a joint effort of The Pennsylva- 
nia State University and the Pennsylvania 
Historical and Museum Commission to en- 
courage ever-greater awareness of the his- 
torical riches of the Commonwealth. 
” The Institute has provided a forum for all 
who have a professional or nonprofessiona! 
concern with Pennsylvania history. Hun- 
dreds of teachers, students, curators, and 
local historians have attended the annual 
sessions at University Park. Now in its 
fifth year, the Institute seeks new ways of 
utilizing Pennsylvania's historical resources 
by holding its 1961 session in tradition- 
laden Lancaster. A program has been 
designed that incorporates the historical 
properties at Landis Valley and Ephrata, 
as well as the superb facilities in the city 
of Lancaster itself. 

The program will at once be attractive 
to both the professional and the layman, 
for it suggests not only the most effective 
ways of presenting history to the people, 
but also the means of getting the most out 
of the history that surrounds us. You will 
be instructed not only in the care and dis- 
play of historical materials, but you will 
have the chance to use the spinning wheel, 
and fire the flintlock. We hope you will 
join us in the Institute's exciting new effort 
to make history important to us all. 
Study-Discussion groups: Textiles, Kitchen 

Crafts, Farm Crafts and Implements, The 

Folk Arts, Guns, Conduct of Historical 

Tours, Historical Society at Work, History 

for the Young, Everyone His own Histor- 

ian, and the Historical Society Library. 
Complete information obtainable from: 

Edward J. Connolley, The Pennsylvania 

State University Center, 814 Hill Avenue, 

Wyomissing, Pa. 


100% PLA Membership 


Hearty congratulations to the following 
libraries who have 100% PLA membership 
t both trustees and staff! Can't we add 
the name of your library to this list? 

Beaver Memorial Library 
Barnesboro Public Library 
Easton Public Library 
Tinicum Memorial Public Library, Essing 

ton, Delaware County 
Reading Public Library 
New Castle Free Public Library 
Scranton Public Library 
Somerset County Library 
Mary §. Biesecker Public Library, 

Somerset 


Citizens Library, Washington, Pa. 








Contributors to the Library 
Development Plan 


Special thanks to Mr. Martin Josephs, 
Imperial Book Company, Philadelphia, for 
contributing paper and printing for the at- 
tractive red and white brochure on library 
development. It was widely distributed to 
inform people of the need for improved 
library service in Pennsylvania. 

Contributions are still being received— 
we have not reached our goal. The follow- 
ing have contributed to the PLA Library 
Development fund since publication of the 
list of contributors in the Winter issue of 
the Bulletin. 

Richard Caveriy 

Katherine E. Crumrine 
Elizabeth Hesser 

Ethel Kalie 

Mrs. Donald McCargar, Trustee 
Mary McCray 

Mary McGinley 

David Palraer 

Ethel V. Shaffer 

Ruth Sutch 


INSTITUTIONAL 


Free Library of Philadelphia 
Greenfield Foundation 





ONLY 
BUSY LIBRARIANS 
need stop to read this ad 





USE 


RUZICKA’S 


“ONE - STOP” 
BINDING SERVICE 
REBINDING 
PREBINDING 
FINE BINDING 
PERIODICAL BINDING 





OUR GUARANTEE 
Your Books will be bound 
to be read. 





CALL or WRITE: 
3200 Elm Ave., Baltimore 11,Md. 
TUxedo 9-7847 






















































PLUS... SKILLED WORK- 
MANSHIP, ADEQUATE 
PLANT FACILITIES, and 
A GENUINE DESIRE TO 
SERVE YOU. 


HECKMAN, 


Heckman takes all the 
steps in seeing that you get 
quality Library Binding 

Quality Library Binding is 
the most inexpensive you can 
buy 

When you deal with Heck 
man, your can be sure that 
your dollars are spent wisely 


State Council of Education 
Mandates Elementary School 
Libraries 


The State Council of Education has, § 
resolution, approved the following minim 
areas for elementary school libraries; | 

Enrollment Library areq 

150-360 880 square 
over 360 1320 square 

The resolution states that in elementg 
schools (with the exception of neighborho 
schools) “A separate area for library g 
poses is essential to provide a compkg 
educational program.” 


Libraries Featured in Adult 
Education Conference 


Miss Marie Davis, Coordinator of W 
with Adults for the Free Library of Phill 
delphia, served as Program Chairman 
the Annual Conference of the Pennsylva 
Association for Adult Education held at 
Drexel Institute of Technology on May 

The Program featured a ‘'Crossfire 
Ideas” on librories and community orgaml 
izations. The ‘’Crossfire’’ panel, modera 
by Miss Dorothy Bendix, Public Libra 
Specialist on the faculty of the Gradua 
School of Library Science at Drexel, cor 
sisted of the following librarians: Miss 
Peggy Glover, Adult Assistant, Free Libr 
ary of Philadelphia; Kate Kolish, Head o 
Adult Services, Carnegie Library of Pitts 
burgh; and Dorothy Sinclair, Coordinate 
Work with Adults, Enoch Pratt Free Libr 
ty. Three community organizations 
represented on the panel, namely, the Fa 
ily Service of Philadelphia, ihe World Af 
fairs Council of Philadelphia and the Great 
Books Foundation. 





CLASSIFIED ADS 





HEAD LIBRARIAN for fast growing librd 
in lovely suburban area, in N. E. Pent 
Books on shelves 37,700 with 1960 cire 
tion 69,000. Librarian retiring after si 
years service. Degree in Library Scien 
preferred. Salary $4500 up, depending 
qualifications. Vacation, Social Secuf 
benefits. Two capable assistants. App 
to Pres. Board Trustees, Robert F. Bachme 
R. D. 1. Dallas, Penna. 


Bradford, Pa.—Experienced librarian 

reference and cataloging. Social Secu 
4 week vacation, sick leave—80 m 
south of Buffalo on edge of Allegheny 
Park. Write Estelle Jordan, Librarian, § 
negie Public Library. 4 





PLANNING 


TO 
REMODEL? 


s —| — ja a pg 
COLOR SCHEMES 

and EQUIPMENT 

are setting the pace... 


Ay i 


- rf We are considered the “bold new 
company” who dares to work with modern 
= designers and modern themes. 


Whether the design thinking has been 
conservative or liberal we have installed 
an important share of recent additions 
and new libraries. 


Are you receiving our “Library Consultant’? 
it has large color photographs of recent 
installations. Back numbers on request. 


Posen 


. Ags 
as 


* ess 


ss SS FE SZ _~sconroration 


One Catherine Street, Red Bank, New Jersey 


Eastern Penna. Representative: William H. Reeves 


237 Lancaster Ave Devon, Pa. 








Slate of Officers 

is the slate of officers to 
the membership of the 
Library Association in the 


1961 
The following 
be presented to 
Pennsylvania 
Fall of 1961: 


Vice President and President-Elect: 
Miss Marie A. Davis 
Coordinator Adult Services 
The Free Library of Philadelphia 
Secretary: 
Mrs. Mary S. Wilson 


Librarian 
Gettysburg 
Treasurer: 
Anthony A. Martin 
Allegheny Branch, 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh 
Member-at-Large: 
Ralph W. McComtk 
Librarian, University Library 
Pennsylvania State University 
University Park 
Very sincerely, 
Marian V. Bortner, Chairman 
PLA Nominating Committee 


Adams County Library 


News Notes 

[he Priestley-Forsythe Memorial Library 
of Northumberland, after 33 years of se! 
now has two, cheerful rooms especial 
ly for children. Mrs. W. L. Hetrick, Libra 
rian, reports that in April, this year, the 
privilege of cutting the ribbons on the chil 
dren's section was given to 2 girls who 
had both read 100 books. 


vice, 


over 





Prebound Juveniles 


We do our own pre- 
binding to the highest 
standards. Our bindings 
are unconditionally guar- 
anteed to satisfy you. For 
the best binding ever, 
specify Everwear Binding 
by Associated Libraries 


Inc. 


Associated Libraries, Inc. 


3622-24 Pearl St. 
Philadelphia 4, Pa. 











Mrs. H. O. Bechtel, who has been a mem- 
ber of Pottsville Free Public Library Board 
since it inception, has been honored with gq 
framed citation. This is the 50th anniver 
sary year of the local library. The presen. 
tation took place April 17 during the dedi 
cation of the newly renovated children’s 
department. 

The Elizabethtown Public Library cele 
brated National Library Week by moving 
into new quarters on April 22. Formerly 
on the second floor of the fire hall, the libra 
ry is now in a completely renovated build 
ing which was formerly a church. New 
equipment and furnishings make this an 
attractive community service facility. 

Miss Jessie Wilson, first librarian at the 
Rebecca M. Arthurs Memorial Library in 
Brookville, died on February 27 in the 
Hahnnemann Hospital in Scranton after a 
brief illness. Miss Wilson, who had spent 
her life in library work, was 72 years of 
age. She organized four libraries during 
her career, spending her longest service 
with the Priestley-Forsyth Memorial Library 
in Northumberland. She was librarian 
there for 30 years. 

Mr. Francis Pitkin. President of the Har- 
risburg Public Library Board, was awarded 
the Annual Silver Medal of the National 
Association of Planning Engineers at a con- 
vention in Denver during the week of 
May 1. 

The new Chairman of the West Branch 


_ District of PLA, Mrs. W. L. Hetrick, was 


elected at its Spring Meeting at the Priest- 
ley-Forsythe Library in Northumberland, 
where she is librarian. 





REGENT SERVICES 
FOR LIBRARIES 


® JUVENILE BOOKS SCREENED FOR 
BEST BINDINGS 


@ Prebound Annuals (Better Homes and 
Gardens) and others 

® Color Prints, Portfolios, and Posters 

® Imported and Domestic Art Books 

® Framed Pictures For Circulating and 
Display Collections 

® Foreign Language Records 

® Frequent Bargain Bulletins 

® Maximum Discounts 


-Write For Lists- 


REGENT BOOK CO., INC. 
1321 VIELE AVE., N. Y. 59. N. Y. 


“A Knowledgeable Book Source” 
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Prebound books for 
young people. 

We'd like to convince you 
that BOUND - TO - STAY - 
BOUND Prebound Books 
will best serve you, your 
library and school. We urge 
you to write for catalogs and 
prices today. 


a MANUFACTURERS OF 
—“BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND" PREBOUND BOOKS 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 


REGIONAL PUBLIC LIBRARY, Levittown 

Pennsylvania seeks a director to adminis 
library and Bucks 
‘ounty's fastest growing community. Work 
with a young aggressive board to expand 
first-rate library service for 91,500 peop'le 
living in this Philadelphia- 
Trenton. Close relationships with schools 
and community organizations, and a public 
telations program that makes this job a 
teal career-builder (ask our retiring direc- 
or). Salary range $7,605—9,551, and tra- 
vel allowance of $250.00. Attendance at 
professional conferences and meetings en- 
ouraged. Cost of moving shared by li 
Plenty of good, inexpensive hous- 
ing available. Qualifications: A fifth year 
‘brary degree and five years of adminis- 
‘ative library experience. Apply to Mrs. 
Thomas J. Zwierlein, Personnel Chairman, 
43 Shelter Lane, Levittown, Pa 


ler main branch in 


suburb of 


brary, 


GAYLORD 
BOOK 
TRUCKS 


GAYLORD BROS., INC. 
LIBRARY SUPPLIES 
SYRACUSE, N.Y. STOCKTON, CALIF. 





Maryland Librarian Speaks 
To County Section 


The County Section of PLA met in Har- 


tisburg May 19. Miss Elizabeth B. Hage, 


Director of the Prince Georges County 
Library, Bladensburg, Maryland was the 
principal speaker. She told how her li 
brary system grew from a $30,000 budaet 
to nearly half a million dollars in twenty 
years, integrating the town libraries which 
had existed and extending county-wide 
service through branches and bookmobiles. 

In the past few years direct services to 
schools was discontinued in favor of after 
noon and evening 


bookmobile service 


adults and children at shopping 
Mrs. Kay 
Neff, Dauphin County Librarian, presided 
Other speakers included Jane Eaton, PLA 


Executive Secretary and Ralph Blasingaime 


centers 


and other appropriate locations. 


Jr., State Librarian 
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Rebound with picture covers, 


D-lux decorated covers to your 


specifications. When returned, PERIODICALS 


open a box of DeNOL rebound 


books and examine them. See BUCKRAM COVERS— 


that “something-extra” -— as 
varied as the books themselves. Previously Bound Volumes 


Duplicated 


@ Delivery 
e@ Economy 
e Satisfaction 


28 DAYS SERVICE 
DeNol Binding Co. 


408 NORTH FRONT STREET 
PHILIPSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 
DICKENS 2-0322 
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Gonuwsee 1 responsibility 


BUCKSTAFF — since 1882 — a most self-sufficient and re- 
spected maker of the finest institutional furniture. Wholly- 
owned facilities include a sawmill, dry kilns, plastic laminating 
plant, chair and table factory — all located on a 20-acre site 
in an area where expert wood craftsmanship has never been 
the exception — but rather — a tradition — a matter of local 
pride. And, because BUCKSTAFF is all this, it means you 
deal with one dependable source and centralized responsibility. 
It means also that you get these highly desirable, exclusive 
library furniture advantages. . . 

the 4 Resilyte high pressure plastic surfacing in a selection of 
matching wood grains at no extra cost. 

Most extensive use of 5-Ply Maple Veneered Panels for added 
durability and attractiveness. 


quality 


kind 
= r Widest choice of chairs specifically created for library use. 


Assurance of more closely matched components since 
Buckstaff, only, designs — manufactures — finishes all of 
its own furniture. 









THE BUCKSTAFF COMPANY 8s 


library furniture division ® oshkosh, wisconsin 





William F. Gable Co. — 11th & 12th Ave. at 14th St. — 
WI 3-6121 — Altoona, Pennsylvania 
William G. Johnson Company — P.O. Box 6759 — 

IN PENNSYLVANIA FA 1-6393 — Pittsburgh, Tiaxetesat 

CONTACT, .]. Arthur F. Schultz Company — 212 E. ‘8th St. — 

GL 4-8171 — Erie, Pennsylvania 
R. A. Wagner Company — U.S. Route >— 
KE 6-5740 — Quakertown, Pennsylvan’ 
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University of Michigan 
General Library 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 


MAIN INGREDIENT 
OF THIS 

EFFICIENT 
Tele). ¢' le) :)) 5 aaa 


COOPERATIVE 
PLANNING! 


aes tienen ts Veaenttenae ame e Every Gerstenslager Bookmobile is a happy combi 
vides 24’ of usable space behind the of two elements ...the librarian’s own requirements a 
driver's seat for a 3400 volume ca- company’s ability to incorporate these needs into ane 
Se ae ae a a unit. Book capacity, floor planning, crew requirements 
a caeahne Gay Sain lighting and ing, lighting, air conditioning and fixtures are all co" 
heating. Modernaire roof construction tions. Your Gerstenslager representative is prepared 
ll oo —— SS ee ae you... ready to show you how to get the most for th 
on. any Vv i] S P ' er . ™ 4 
crew and patrons. cost. There’s no obligation—write or phone for a mee 
your convenience. 


CERSTENSLAGCER BOOKMOBIL 


THE GERSTENSLAGER COMPANY * WOOSTER, OHIO * CUSTOM BODIES SING 








